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from Hunters and
Gatherers to Farmers

How did the development of agriculture
change daily life in the Neolithic Age?

3.1 Introduction
Scientists have identified and studied five important groups

of hominids. Like the hominids before them, early modern
humans hunted and gathered their food. In this chapter, you'll
read about how early people learned, over thousands of years,
to produce food by farming,

Humans discovered farming toward the end of the Stone
Age. This period gets its name from the stone tools prehistoric
people made and used. Historians divide the Stone Age into
two periods. The first is the Paleolithic Age, or Old Stone Age.
During this period, people got food by roaming from place to
place to hunt wild animals and gather nuts, berries, and seeds
from the plants they found.

By about 8000 B.C.E., some people had learned how to raise
animals and crops for food. This knowledge enabled these people,
for the first time, to live in one place. The Neolithic Age, or New
Stone Age, had begun.
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Patealithic Age the fivst
period of the Stone Age,
called the QA Stone .'\RC\
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patt ot the Stone Age, called
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Catal Hoyuk a Neolithic
town Jdiscoverad in central
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Most people in the Neolithic
Age settled in fertile areas near
sources of water.
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3.2 From Old Stone Age 10 New S
The Old Stone Age, or Paleolithic Age, began about
years ago, with the first toolmaking hominids, and 1ast
about 8000 B.C.E. It was during this time period that €2
ern humans developed. Like the hominids before them,
humans were hunter-gatherers. They wandered from plac
place, hunting animals and gathering plants for food. Often,
took shelter in caves. Prehistoric cave painters left clues about

their way of life.

Ihe New Stone Age, or Neolithic Age, began when people
started to farm and produce their own food. The discovery of
farming did not happen all at once. Over thousands of years,
people gradually learned to raise animals and plant crops. They
eventually began to rely on these farms for their food. Now,
rather than having to roam long distances in search of things to
cat, people could settle down in one place.

The Neolithic Age began around 8000 B.C.E. and lasted until
about 3000 B.C.E., when people learned to make tools out of
metal instead of stone. During this time, farming developed in
many places throughout the world, including parts of Europe,
Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

Many Neolithic settlements were
located in the Fertile Crescent, east
of the Mediterranean Sea, where the
land was fertile (good for growing
crops). Here, people built towns such
as Jericho (JER-ih-koh), Catal Hoyuk
(CHAHT-ul hoo-YOOK), and Jarmo
(see map).

People in settlements like these
lived very different lives from earlier
hunter-gatherers. They could now con-
cern themselves with other matters
such as building permanent shelters
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things they lacked. As you will see,
these changes made life safer, more
comfortable, and more interesting.
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3.3 Creating a Stable Food Supply
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These two developments—the growing of crops and the do-
mestication of animals—are called 2gticuhture. The Neolihic Age
began with the invention of agriculture. For the first time. people
had some control over their food supphv. Let's explore why this
change was one of the most important advances in ol of hivery:
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3.5 Establishing Communities
The ability to raise food by farming alloweq
permanent shelters. Thege structures, in ty
form larger communities, [ Paleolitilic ti r
p;;hags 12\0 to 60 people wandered from p
ol rood. AS s

their farms.pf:zli:sigl: rlogvrv:l:rmgdfo?d’ ey settled down nese
Jericho (in present-day’lsrael) aan g o IR g

B F nd Catal Hoyuk (Turkey).

. VINg in communities made it possible for people to orga-
nize themselves more efficiently. They could divide up the zvork
of producing food and other things they needed. While some
people grew crops, others built houses and made tools.

Village dwellers also learned to cooperate to do a task more
quickly. For example, toolmakers could share the work of mak-

people to settle in
n, enabled people to
mes, small bands of
lace to place in search

ing stone axes and knife blades. By working together, they could
make more tools in the same amount of time.

With many of their basic needs now met, people had more
time and energy for other activities. They could invent new ways
of making their lives more comfortable and much safer. Larger
communities could defend themselves more easily against their
enemies. The Neolithic town of Jericho, for example, was protect-
ed by strong stone walls. All of these changes in farming villages

led to growing populations.

Neolithic villages were the first
real communities. People were
able to cooperate as they worked
and defended their homes.
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